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society through government aid. In 1870, when the
"board," or public elementary, schools were at length
founded, the schools of the British and Foreign Society,
with their non-sectarian instruction, fused naturally with
them; but the institutions of the National Society, though
transferred to school boards in a few cases, in general came
to constitute by themselves a national system on a volun-
tary basis.
Spread and influence of the monitorial system in the
United States. — In 1806 the monitorial system began
to be introduced into the United States. In New York
City a " Society for the Establishment of a Free School,"
after investigating the best methods in other cities and
countries, decided to try the system of Lancaster (see
p. 239), This method was likewise introduced into the
charity schools of Philadelphia (see p. 247). The moni-
torial system then spread rapidly through New York,
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and other
states. It is almost impossible to trace the extent of this
organization in the United States, but before long it seems
to have affected nearly all cities of any size as far south as
Augusta (Georgia), and west as far as Cincinnati.
In 1818 Lancaster himself was invited to America, and
assisted in the monitorial schools of New York, Brooklyn,
and Philadelphia. A dozen years later the system began
to be introduced generally into the high schools and
academies. Through the efforts of Dr. John Griscom,
who had been greatly pleased with the monitorial high
school in Edinburgh, a similar institution was established
in New York City in 1825, and the plan was soon adopted
by a number of high schools in New York and neighbor-
ing states. Likewise, the state systems of academies in
Maryland and in Indiana, which became high schools after

